Understanding The Hazards Of
Carbon Dioxide In Our
Restaurant Meeting Kit

WHAT'’S AT STAKE

We're all familiar with C02 because it’s used in our soda machines
and beer taps to keep drinks fizzy. While it’'s great for that, it
can be quite dangerous if not handled properly.

First off, let’s understand why we need to care about C02. Carbon
dioxide is a colorless, odorless gas, which makes it really tricky
because you can’t see or smell it. It’s heavier than air, so it
tends to accumulate at the floor level, and in enclosed spaces
like our storage areas or basements where our cylinders are kept.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

Now, why 1is this a problem? In high concentrations, C02 can
displace oxygen in the air. This means if there’s enough of it in
the environment, there’s not enough oxygen for us to breathe. This
can lead to serious health issues like headaches, dizziness,
shortness of breath, and in extreme cases, it can be fatal.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Here’'s what we can do to stay safe:

- Proper Ventilation: Always ensure that areas where C02 is
stored are well ventilated. This helps prevent the build-up
of gas and reduces the risk of C02 exposure.

- Regular Inspections: Check the (C02 tanks and systems
regularly for leaks. Since C02 is odorless, we use special
detectors to help identify leaks. It's crucial that these
detectors are functioning properly at all times.
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- Emergency Procedures: Everyone should know what to do in
case of a C02 leak. If you suspect a leak, evacuate the area
immediately and inform your supervisor. We have emergency
procedures posted near all (C02 storage areas—make sure
you're familiar with them.

= Training: We provide training sessions on how to handle C02
safely, including how to change a cylinder and what to do in
an emergency. If you're new or need a refresher, don’t
hesitate to ask for training.

- Signage: Pay attention to the safety signs around CO02
storage areas. These signs are here for your safety and
provide important information at a glance.

FINAL WORD

Remember, safety is our top priority, and it’s a team effort.
Always be aware of your surroundings, especially when working near
C02 storage areas. If you ever notice anything unusual, like
hearing a hissing sound from a C02 tank or feeling sudden
dizziness, alert someone immediately.

Let’s keep our workplace safe by being vigilant and informed.



