
Trenching  and  Excavation
Picture This

The image depicts a highly hazardous trenching and excavation
situation.  A  worker  is  inside  an  unsupported  trench  with  no
visible  protective  systems  such  as  trench  boxes,  shoring,  or
sloping  to  prevent  cave-ins.  Additionally,  an  excavator  is
positioned directly over the trench, with another worker standing
on its tracks, creating a serious risk of collapse or equipment
failure. The worker inside the trench is exposed to the potential
of being buried by falling soil, crushed by equipment, or injured
due to unstable ground conditions.

To ensure trenching and excavation safety, trenches deeper than 5
feet must have protective systems such as trench boxes, shoring,
or proper sloping to prevent cave-ins. Heavy machinery should
never be positioned over an open trench, as the weight can cause
the walls to collapse. Workers should enter only when the trench
has been properly secured, and a trained spotter should always be
present. OSHA regulations require proper access and egress points,
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such as ladders, within 25 feet of workers inside the trench.
Following these safety measures significantly reduces the risk of
fatal accidents in excavation work.


