
Sharp and Cutting Tool Safety
Fatality File

Employee Severs Hand with Box Cutter
Employee #1 was using a box cutter with an exposed razor-type
blade and cut a 1/8 in. thick by 1/4 in. wide nylon strap on a
tote box. The blade slipped and she lacerated the back of her left
thumb, severing several nerves and tendons. She was transported to
the hospital, where she was treated and released several hours
later. Employee #1 later stated that she always used this box
cutter and had done the job many times before, but that the blade
was dull, and this gave her problems cutting the nylon strap. The
employer had no hand protection available but did have a box
cutter that protected the blade.
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