Schoolbus Driver Safety -
Emergency Planning Stats and
Facts

FACTS

1.

Unclear Evacuation Procedures: Lack of a well-rehearsed
emergency plan can lead to confusion and delays during
critical incidents.

. Driver Panic: Drivers untrained for emergencies may struggle

to make quick, effective decisions under pressure.

. Inadequate Equipment: Missing or malfunctioning emergency

tools, such as first-aid kits or fire extinguishers, can
exacerbate emergencies.

. Poor Communication: Failing to notify dispatch or emergency

services promptly can delay assistance.

. Unruly Passenger Behavior: In emergencies, students may

panic, making it harder for drivers to maintain control.

STATS

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety

Administration (NHTSA), 54 school bus-related fatalities
occurred in 2020, highlighting the need for robust emergency
preparedness. (nhtsa.gov)

A study by Transport Canada found that 10% of school bus
incidents involved inadequate emergency planning, leading to
preventable injuries. (tc.gc.ca)

= A 2021 survey revealed that only 40% of school bus drivers

felt fully confident in their emergency response training,
indicating a gap in preparedness in the USA.

 WorkSafeBC reported that emergency situations on school

buses accounted for 8% of transportation-related injury
claims between 2018 and 2022.

» The National Association for Pupil Transportation (NAPT)
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emphasizes that annual evacuation drills reduce evacuation
time by up to 25%, potentially saving lives.

= In 2021, nearly 15% of school buses failed inspections due
to missing emergency equipment, underlining the importance
of readiness in Canada.

= Emergency planning and response simulations increased school
bus drivers’ confidence by 45%, according to a 2022 study by
the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB).



