Safe Handling of Portable Power
Drills Fatality File

Worker Not Wearing PPE at Time of
Incident

At approximately 9:00 a.m. on June 13, 2015, Employee #1 was
assigned by the employer to install stainless steel kick plates on
prehung exterior doors in the building. Employee #1 was using a
Makita 14.4-volt cordless drill (Model No. 63370; Serial No.
519429A) and a cordless screwdriver. He had ZTEK model clear
plastic safety glasses with an ANSI Z87.1 impact-resistant rating,
but he was not wearing them at the time of the accident. Employee
#1 was kneeling on the ground and hunched over so that his left
shoulder was on or near the ground. He was holding the drill in
his left hand, trying to keep the drill bit level and at a right
angle to the door as he drilled the bottom row of holes into the
door for the kick plate installation. As he was drilling the last
hole at the inside corner, the drill bit broke in half, and the
sharp end of the drill bit flew into his left eye, puncturing it
and causing corneal damage. Employee #1 was hospitalized.
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