Roof & Facade Work — Weather,
Access and Anchor Point
Challenges Meeting Kit

WHAT'’S AT STAKE

Up on a roof or hanging off a facade, there’s no such thing as
“just another task.” You’'re exposed to the weather, relying on
access equipment and anchor points, with open edges and long drops
always in play. A sudden gust of wind, slick surface, loose tie-
off, or rushed setup can change everything in an instant. When
you're working at height, small problems don’t stay small, and
mistakes don’t get second chances.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

Roof and facade work combines height, exposure, and constantly
changing conditions, which means hazards can escalate fast.
Weather shifts, unstable access systems, or poor anchor placement
can turn a controlled job into a fall-from-height emergency with
little warning.

Why Working at Height Is High Risk

Wind, rain, heat, and sun affect balance, grip, and judgment,
while sloped or narrow surfaces leave little room to recover. At
height, a slip or loss of control doesn’t just mean a stumble, it
can mean a serious or fatal fall.

Common Roof and Facade Hazards

= Unprotected edges and long fall distances

= Slippery surfaces from rain, dew, dust, or loose debris
= Wind gusts that affect balance or suspended workers

= Improper, damaged, or poorly positioned anchor points

» Unsafe access using ladders, scaffolds, or lifts
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 Dropped tools or materials striking people below

When Risk Increases

Risk rises during changing weather, early mornings with dew,
rushed setups, equipment adjustments at height, or when workers
assume anchors and access points are safe without checking.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Roof and facade work is never static. The surface, the weather,
the access system, and even your own fatigue can change mid-task,
so staying safe means constantly managing risk, not just setting
up once and hoping for the best.

Plan the Job Before You Leave the Ground

Know exactly how you will access the work area, where you’'ll tie
off, and how you’ll move once you’'re up there. Confirm rescue
plans, communication methods, and who is responsible for
monitoring conditions so there’s no guesswork at height.

Weather Awareness Is a Safety Skill

Wind, rain, heat, and sun exposure directly affect balance, grip,
and decision-making. Even light moisture can make surfaces slick,
and gusts can destabilize workers or suspended platforms. Reassess
conditions throughout the job, not just at the start.

Access Systems Must Be Right for the Task

» Use ladders, scaffolds, lifts, or rope systems designed for
the work

= Ensure access equipment is properly installed, secured, and
inspected

= Never climb on surfaces, rails, or facade elements not
designed to support weight

= Maintain clear access and exit routes at all times

Anchor Points Are Your Lifeline

Never assume an anchor is safe just because it’s there. Anchor



points must be rated, correctly installed, and positioned to limit
fall distance and swing hazards. Check connectors, harnesses, and
lifelines before every use and recheck them if conditions or setup
changes.

Control Edges and Movement

= Stay aware of unprotected edges and drop-offs

= Move slowly and deliberately, especially on sloped or narrow
surfaces

- Keep your center of gravity stable and avoid sudden
movements

 Maintain three points of contact whenever possible

Dropped Object and Tool Control

Secure tools, materials, and equipment so nothing can fall. A
dropped tool from height can seriously injure or kill someone
below and create secondary incidents on the ground.

Fatigue and Focus Matter at Height

Working in the sun, wind, or awkward positions drains energy fast.
Take breaks, hydrate, and recognize when fatigue is affecting
balance or judgment. Slowing down is safer than pushing through.

What to Do When Conditions Change

= Stop work if wind increases, surfaces become slick, or
visibility drops

= Secure yourself and the work area

= Warn others below or nearby

» Fix the issue or reassess the plan before continuing

At height, reacting early is the difference between a controlled
pause and a serious fall.

FINAL WORD

Roof and facade work leaves no room for shortcuts or assumptions.
Stay tied in, stay aware of changing conditions, and don’t



hesitate to stop work because at height, one smart decision can be
the difference between going home safe or not going home at all.




