Retail & Grocery: Slips, Trips
and the Unseen Floor Hazard
Picture This

This image shows a grocery employee moving quickly down a busy
aisle during a rush, carrying a box of stocked merchandise. The
floor looks clean at first glance, but a small spill near the
refrigerated section has spread into a thin, nearly invisible
slick. The worker steps forward without noticing, their foot
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slides suddenly, and they lose balance in an instant. With no
warning sign, no cleanup in place, and customers nearby, a routine
task becomes a serious fall hazard.

Slips, trips, and falls in retail often happen when workers are
rushing, carrying loads that block their view, or walking across
wet tile, loose mats, uneven flooring, or cluttered backroom
areas. A single fall can cause severe injuries such as broken
bones, head trauma, or long-term back damage. Always clean spills
immediately, place proper signage, wear slip-resistant footwear,
keep walkways clear, and slow down when conditions change. In
retail, the most dangerous hazard is often the one you never see
coming.



