
Recognizing Symptoms of Hearing
Damage Fatality File

Tragedy in Noisy Workplace: Hearing
Loss  Leads  to  Fatal  Struck-By
Incident
In a tragic workplace accident, a worker operating in a high-noise
industrial  environment  was  fatally  struck  by  moving  equipment
after failing to hear warning signals. The incident occurred in a
facility where consistent exposure to loud machinery had led to
the worker developing significant hearing impairment over time.

Despite the presence of auditory alarms, the worker’s reduced
hearing acuity prevented a timely reaction to the oncoming hazard.
Investigators  later  confirmed  that  no  comprehensive  hearing
conservation program was in place, and hearing protection was
either inadequate or inconsistently used.

This  fatality  highlights  the  often-overlooked  danger  of
occupational noise exposure. It serves as a stark reminder that
hearing loss, while not always immediately life-threatening, can
have  deadly  consequences  when  it  interferes  with  situational
awareness. Employers must implement robust hearing loss prevention
measures,  including  regular  hearing  tests,  effective  noise
control, proper use of personal protective equipment, and training
to recognize the symptoms of hearing damage.
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