Racking Inspection Meeting Kit

WHAT'S AT STAKE

Racking systems are everywhere in warehouses, distribution
centers, and retail backrooms, and while they may look sturdy,
they’re not indestructible. A single impact from a forklift, an
overloaded shelf, or unnoticed rust can cause an entire rack to
fail. That means falling product, serious injuries, and major
downtime. Regular racking inspections aren’t optional, they’'re a
frontline defense against preventable accidents and structural
collapses. If you skip inspections or ignore the warning signs,
you’'re not just risking inventory, you're risking lives.

WHAT’S THE DANGER

Racking systems don’t usually scream “danger” — until they
suddenly collapse. That'’s the thing: racks might look solid, but a
small issue can turn into a big disaster if nobody'’s paying
attention.

Forklift Damage — The Silent Rack Killer

You might just nudge a rack with the forklift, think “no big
deal,” and move on. But even a light bump can bend a support or
knock a brace out of alignment. Once that structure’s compromised,
it’s only a matter of time.

» A dented upright might still hold up today, but what about
next week?

= And if one part goes, the whole thing can come down fast —
right on a worker, another forklift, or a pallet of heavy
product.

Overloading — When “Just One More Pallet” Is Too Much

We’'ve all seen it: too much product, not enough space. So you
squeeze one more pallet on a shelf that’s already bowed. Bad move.
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» Overloading or stacking unevenly (heavy stuff on top, for
example) throws off the balance

= The beams start to sag, bolts get strained, and suddenly
that rack isn’t so solid anymore

Rust and Wear — What You Can’t See Can Hurt You

Moisture, age, or chemicals in the air can quietly eat away at
racking. It might look okay on the surface, but underneath,
corrosion could be weakening critical parts.

 Rusted anchors or baseplates = less stability
 Cracked welds or bent braces = structural failure waiting to
happen

Missing Safety Pieces — Little Things, Big Risk

» No safety pins or beam clips? One wrong lift and that whole
shelf could give way

» Temporary “fixes” like zip ties or bent brackets don’t count
— they make things worse

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

When it comes to racking systems, “set it and forget it” just
doesn’t cut it. These structures need regular eyes on them —
especially in busy warehouses or shops where forklifts, heavy
loads, and daily wear take their toll. Keeping racks safe isn’t
complicated, but it does take consistency.

Do Routine Walkarounds — Not Just When Something Goes Wrong

Make racking inspection part of your daily or weekly safety
habits. You don’'t have to be an engineer to spot warning signs.
Just take a few minutes to look for:

 Dents or bends in uprights, especially at lower levels where
forklifts might hit

 Loose or missing safety clips and pins

 Rust or corrosion near the base or weld points

= Cracks in the concrete where the rack is anchored



 Bowing, sagging, or uneven shelves

If something doesn’t look right, tag it out and report it. Don’t
guess. Don’t hope. Say something.

Stick to Load Limits — No Exceptions

Every racking system is rated for a specific weight. That rating
isn’t a suggestion — it’s the max it can safely handle.

= Don’t exceed those limits, even if the rack “looks fine”

= Store heavier items on the lower levels

 Balance the load across the beams to avoid tipping or
shifting

Repair It Right — Not With Tape and Hope

If something’s damaged, don’'t “make it work” with zip ties,
string, or whatever’s in the toolbox. That’s how collapses happen.
Only trained personnel should repair or replace damaged rack
components.

Use Rack Guards and Post Protectors

Especially in forklift-heavy areas, guards can be the difference
between a bump and a collapse.

= Install rack guards or steel posts at the ends and corners
of aisles

= Train forklift operators to move carefully around rack
structures

FINAL WORD

Racking systems might look solid — but one bent frame, one
overloaded shelf, or one missed inspection can bring the whole
thing crashing down. Don’t wait for a collapse to take safety
seriously.






