Preventing Heat-Related
Illnesses Fatality File

A 41-year-old, male laborer died from heat stroke one day after
being taken to the hospital. The laborer was working on an
addition to a factory sawing boards to make concrete forms. He
worked until 5:00 pm that day and was in the parking lot on his
way to his vehicle when he apparently collapsed beside his
vehicle. A worker on the second shift at the factory was taking
scrap material outside to a dumpster when he found the laborer on
the ground. The factory worker returned to the plant and told his
supervisor there was a man on the ground in the parking lot who
needed emergency care. After instructing the company receptionist
to call for emergency medical services, the supervisor went to the
parking lot to administer emergency care to the laborer until EMS
arrived. When EMS arrived, they recorded the laborer’s body
temperature as 107 degrees F. The laborer was transported to a
local hospital where he died the next day with an internal body
temperature of 108 degrees F. Death was listed by the coroner as
due to heat stroke.
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