Portable Auger Operation
Meeting Kit

WHAT'S AT STAKE

The operation of a portable auger involves tasks such as setting
up the equipment, starting the engine (if applicable), positioning
the auger over the drilling location, drilling the hole, and
safely shutting down the equipment after use. The auger’s
portability allows it to be easily moved from one location to
another, making it suitable for tasks in different areas, such as
construction sites, farms, gardening, or DIY projects.

WHAT’S THE DANGER
DANGERS OF PORTABLE AUGER OPERATIONS

 Entanglement and Caught-in Hazards: Loose clothing, long
hair, jewelry, or tools can get caught in the rotating
parts, leading to serious injuries or even amputations.

= Struck-by Hazards: During operation, the rotating auger bit
can throw debris, rocks, or other materials outward.

» Electrocution: When drilling near underground utilities,
there is a risk of hitting electrical lines, resulting in
electrocution hazards.

= Slips, Trips, and Falls: Uneven or slippery surfaces can
cause the operator to lose balance and result in slips,
trips, or falls.

» Pinch Points: Moving parts and mechanisms on the auger can
create pinch points, where body parts can get caught or
crushed, causing injuries.

» Overexertion: Overexertion may lead to strains, sprains, or
fatigue-related accidents.

» Fuel and 0il Hazards: If the auger is powered by a gasoline
engine, there is a risk of fuel spills, fires, or explosions
if proper handling is not followed.
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Noise and Vibration: Portable augers can generate
significant noise and vibration during operation, leading to
potential hearing damage or musculoskeletal disorders over
time.

» Contact with Hot Surfaces: Engine components and exhaust
pipes can become hot during operation. Accidental contact
with these hot surfaces can cause burns.

Lack of Proper Training: Insufficient knowledge or
inadequate training in operating the portable auger can lead
to unsafe practices and potential accidents.

= Equipment Malfunction: Equipment failure or malfunction,
such as a faulty engine, broken parts, or damaged
components, can lead to hazardous situations during
operation.

Lack of Proper Stability: Improper setup or lack of
stabilizing mechanisms can cause the auger to become
unstable during drilling, leading to loss of control and
potential accidents.

= Lack of Adequate Space: Insufficient space for operating the
portable auger can 1increase the risk of accidental
collisions with objects or structures.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO SAFE HANDLING PORTABLE AUGER OPERATIONS

= Start by thoroughly reading the manufacturer’s manual and
familiarize yourself with the auger’s specifications, safety
guidelines, and maintenance requirements.

» Select the appropriate auger bit for your task. Consider the
material you’ll be drilling (e.g., soil, wood, ice) and the
hole diameter needed.

» Before each use, inspect the portable auger for any visible
damage, wear, or loose parts. Ensure all connections and
bolts are secure.

 Wear the necessary personal protective equipment, including
safety goggles, ear protection, gloves, and sturdy footwear.
Long pants and a long-sleeved shirt can provide added
protection.



» Clear the work area of debris and any potential hazards.
Mark and avoid any underground utilities to prevent damage.

= Set up the auger on a stable and level surface. For handheld
augers, hold it firmly and brace it against your body for
stability. For larger augers, use provided stabilizing
mechanisms or stands.

= If the auger is powered by a gasoline engine, check the fuel
and oil levels. Use the correct fuel and oil mixture as
specified in the manual.

« If applicable, start the engine following the manufacturer’s
instructions. Allow it to warm up before beginning drilling.

 Lower the auger bit slowly into the material you want to
bore. Apply steady downward pressure and maintain vertical
alignment. Avoid forcing the auger, as it can lead to
equipment damage.

» Once the hole is drilled to the desired depth, gradually
withdraw the auger while it’s still running. Be cautious of
the rotating drill bit during this process.

« After use, turn off the engine following the correct
shutdown procedure. Allow the auger to cool down before
storing it.

= Remove any debris from the auger and its components. Clean
the auger to prevent clogging.

» Store the portable auger in a cool, dry place, away from
direct sunlight and moisture. Secure the equipment to
prevent accidental tipping or falling.

 Regularly inspect and maintain the portable auger according
to the manufacturer’s recommendations. This 1includes
checking the engine, lubricating moving parts, and replacing
worn ones.

» Prioritize safety throughout the entire operation. Never
bypass safety features and be cautious of the rotating auger
bit and other moving parts.

= If you're new to using a portable auger, consider seeking
guidance from experienced users or undergoing proper
training before operating the equipment.



FINAL WORD

Preventing accidents during portable auger operation is vital for
protecting workers’ safety, ensuring productivity, reducing costs,
and complying with regulations.



