
Playground and Equipment Safety
Checks: What to Inspect Daily
Meeting Kit

WHAT’S AT STAKE
Playground time is one of the most active parts of the day, where
children climb higher, move faster, and push their limits, and
that’s exactly when small issues can turn into real injuries. A
loose bolt, a worn surface, or something out of place might not
seem like a big deal at first, but when it’s missed, it can
quickly become a safety risk.

WHAT’S THE DANGER
Playgrounds can look safe at a glance, but when issues are missed,
they can quickly lead to real injuries during active play.

Equipment Failures During Use

When parts loosen, break, or shift unexpectedly, children can lose
balance, fall from height, or get caught on sharp or moving
components, leading to cuts, pinching injuries, or more serious
falls.

Loss of Impact Protection

If surfaces become worn, hard, wet, or covered with debris, they
no  longer  absorb  impact  properly,  increasing  the  severity  of
injuries like bruises, fractures, or head impacts during falls.

Changing Conditions from the Environment

Weather and temperature can quickly alter how safe equipment is to
use, making surfaces slippery, unstable, or hot enough to cause
burns, which increases the risk of sudden accidents.
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Missed Hazards and Delayed Response

When  inspections  are  rushed  or  visibility  is  limited,  small
problems go unnoticed until children are already exposed, and
delays in noticing or reacting can make injuries more severe.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF
Keeping playgrounds safe starts with consistent daily inspections
and staying aware of changing conditions before children begin to
play. Small checks done every day are what prevent bigger problems
later.

Inspect Equipment Before Use

Walk the entire play area and look closely at equipment, not just
from a distance. Check for anything loose, broken, sharp, or
unstable, and make sure all parts are secure and safe for use.

Check Surfaces and Surroundings

Surfaces should be even, clean, and able to absorb impact.

Look for hard, compacted, wet, or uneven areas
Remove debris, standing water, or hazards
Make sure pathways and landing zones are clear

Assess Weather and Environmental Conditions

Conditions can change how safe equipment is. Before use, check if
surfaces are slippery, too hot, or affected by weather, and adjust
or restrict use if needed.

Maintain Clear Visibility and Supervision

Know where your blind spots are and position yourself so you can
see all children. Avoid distractions and stay actively engaged so
you can respond quickly if something changes.

Take Action Immediately

If something doesn’t look right, don’t ignore it.



Remove or block off unsafe equipment
Report issues right away
Do not allow use until the hazard is fixed

Stay Consistent Every Day

Safety comes from routine. Doing the same checks every day ensures
small issues are caught early and the playground stays safe for
everyone.

FINAL WORD
Playgrounds are built for fun, but safety depends on what you
check before the play begins. Taking a few minutes to inspect
equipment, surfaces, and conditions each day helps catch small
issues before they turn into injuries.

 

 


