
Personal  Flotation  Devices
Meeting Kit

WHAT’S AT STAKE
Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs), also known as life jackets or
life vests, are safety devices designed to assist individuals in
staying afloat in water. They are typically worn by people engaged
in  water-related  activities  to  prevent  drowning  and  provide
buoyancy. PFDs are constructed using buoyant materials that help
keep the wearer’s head and body above the water surface, allowing
them to breathe and preventing them from sinking.

WHAT’S THE DANGER
HAZARDS AND LIMITATIONS OF PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES (PFDs)

Wearing  a  PFD  can  give  individuals  a  false  sense  of
security,  leading  them  to  take  unnecessary  risks  or
underestimate the dangers of water activities. PFDs are not
foolproof  and  cannot  completely  eliminate  the  risks
associated  with  water-related  activities.
If a PFD is not properly fitted, it may not provide adequate
buoyancy  or  keep  the  wearer’s  head  above  water  in  an
emergency. Ill-fitting PFDs can ride up, restrict movement,
or slip off, potentially increasing the risk of drowning.
Different  types  of  PFDs  are  designed  for  specific
conditions. Using the wrong type of PFD for a particular
activity or water environment can compromise safety. For
example, using a Type III PFD in rough offshore waters
intended for Type I PFDs may not provide enough buoyancy and
protection.
While modern PFD designs offer improved mobility, some PFDs,
especially older or bulkier models, may restrict movement
and hinder swimming or other water activities.
PFDs require regular maintenance and inspection to ensure
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their effectiveness. If not properly maintained, PFDs may
deteriorate, lose buoyancy, or have faulty components, which
can compromise their ability to keep individuals afloat in
water.
Impaired  judgment,  diminished  coordination,  or  slower
reaction times can increase the risk of accidents or prevent
individuals from effectively using the PFD in an emergency.
In certain circumstances, such as in fast-moving water or
around boat propellers, PFDs can pose entrapment hazards.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF
KEY POINTS ABOUT (PFDS)

Purpose: The primary purpose of a PFD is to assist a person1.
in  staying  afloat  in  the  water.  It  helps  to  keep  the
wearer’s head above the water and provides enough buoyancy
to prevent drowning.
Types of PFDs: There are several types of PFDs available,2.
each suitable for different activities and water conditions.
The main types include:

Type I: Offshore Life Jackets: These PFDs provide the most
buoyancy and are designed for use in rough or remote waters
where rescue may take longer.
Type II: Near-Shore Buoyant Vests: These PFDs are suitable
for calmer waters and provide less buoyancy than Type I.
They are often used for activities near the shore.
Type  III:  Flotation  Aids:  These  PFDs  are  designed  for
conscious individuals and are commonly used for recreational
boating and water sports. They provide good mobility and are
comfortable to wear.
Type IV: Throwable Devices: These PFDs are not worn but
rather thrown to a person in distress. Examples include life
rings, buoyant cushions, or horseshoe buoys.
Type V: Special Use Devices: These PFDs are designed for
specific activities such as kayaking, windsurfing, or water
skiing. They have special features but must be used in
accordance with their specific instructions.



GUIDELINES ON HOW TO USE PFDs

Selection: Choose the appropriate type of PFD based on the
activity and water conditions. Consider factors such as
buoyancy, mobility, and any specific features required for
the  intended  use.  Follow  manufacturer  guidelines  and
recommendations when selecting a PFD.
Fit and Sizing: Proper fit is crucial for PFD effectiveness.
Follow  the  manufacturer’s  sizing  guidelines  and  try  on
different sizes to find the best fit. Adjust all straps,
buckles,  and  closures  to  ensure  a  snug  and  secure  fit
without being overly tight. Ensure the PFD covers the chest,
fits  properly  around  the  torso,  and  does  not  ride  up
excessively.
Inspection: Regularly inspect your PFD for any signs of
wear, tear, or damage. Check for loose or broken buckles,
frayed straps, or punctures in the flotation material.
Maintenance: Follow the manufacturer’s recommendations for
PFD maintenance. Rinse the PFD with fresh water after use in
saltwater or dirty conditions. Avoid exposing the PFD to
excessive heat or direct sunlight, as it can degrade the
materials. Store the PFD in a cool, dry place to prevent
mildew or damage.
Proper  Use:  Always  wear  the  PFD  according  to  the
manufacturer’s instructions. Fasten all buckles and straps
securely, and ensure they are adjusted properly. Check that
the  PFD  is  snug  but  not  overly  tight,  allowing  for
comfortable movement. Avoid altering or modifying the PFD,
as it may compromise its effectiveness.
Supervision: Ensure appropriate supervision, especially for
non-swimmers or individuals with limited water skills. PFDs
are not a substitute for proper supervision.
Education and Training: Familiarize yourself and others with
water safety guidelines and proper PFD use. Learn basic
water  safety  skills,  such  as  swimming  and  self-rescue
techniques. Participate in water safety courses or training
programs to enhance your knowledge and skills.
Compliance  with  Regulations:  Understand  and  comply  with
local regulations regarding the use of PFDs. Jurisdictions



may  have  specific  requirements  for  PFD  use  in  certain
activities or age groups.
Emergency  Preparedness:  Be  prepared  for  emergencies  by
having appropriate safety equipment in addition to PFDs,
such as signaling devices, whistles, or personal locator
beacons.

FINAL WORD
By recognizing the importance of PFDs and promoting their proper
use, individuals can significantly reduce the risks associated
with water activities and contribute to a culture of water safety.


