Live Animal Handling For
Butchering Stats and Facts

FACTS

1. Amputations, fractured fingers, second-degree burns and head
trauma are just some of the serious injuries suffered by US
meat plant workers.

2. US meat workers are already three times more likely to
suffer serious injury than the average American worker, and
pork and beef workers nearly seven times more likely to
suffer repetitive strain injuries. And some fear that plans
to remove speed restrictions on pig processing lines -
currently being debated by the government — will only make
the work more difficult.

STATS

= According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, more than
75,000 workers received injuries and 375 workers were killed
from animal-related injuries. Cattle are responsible for
most injuries caused by farm animals.

= 730 deaths and 150,000 disabling injuries occurred on U.S.
farms. Each day, about 500 agricultural workers suffer lost-
time injuries, 25 of which result in permanent impairment.
Farm operators and their family members accounted for most
of the injuries reported.

= Amputations happen on average twice a week, according to the
data. There were 270 incidents in a 31-month period spanning
2015 to 2017, according to the OSHA figures. Most of the
incidents involved the amputation of fingers or fingertips,
but there were recordings of lost hands, arms or toes.
During the period there were a total of 550 serious injuries
which cover 22 of the 50 states so the true total for the
USA would be substantially higher.
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