Landscaping — Electrical
Hazards Meeting Kit

WHAT'S AT STAKE

Think about it: landscaping is all about working outdoors, often
in varied environments. That means we’re frequently near things we
don’'t always think about, like power lines — both the ones we see
overhead, and the ones buried underground. We use all kinds of
equipment, from simple hand tools to powerful machinery, much of
which relies on electricity. The truth is, electricity is a
constant presence in our work, and while it’s essential for
getting the job done, it can also be incredibly dangerous if we'’re
not careful. We’'re not just talking about a little shock here and
there; we’re talking about serious injuries, even fatalities.
That’'s why understanding electrical hazards is so critical. It’s
not just about following rules; it’s about protecting ourselves
and each other. It’s about going home safe at the end of the day.
This isn’t just some dry safety lecture; it’s about making sure we
all know how to work safely around electricity and prevent
accidents before they happen.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

Electricity is a powerful and invisible force, which makes it
particularly tricky. Contact with it can cause a range of
injuries, from minor shocks and burns to severe internal damage,
cardiac arrest, and tragically, even death. It’s not just directly
touching a dangerous live wire; electricity can travel through all
sorts of things — water, the ground, even tools and equipment —
creating hazards we might not immediately see. Think about it:
working after a rain shower means the ground is saturated,
dramatically increasing the risk of shock if there’s a fault in a
power tool or if we accidentally hit an underground wire. Or
consider using a metal ladder near overhead power lines — if that
ladder touches a line, it instantly becomes energized, turning it
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into a serious conductor of electricity.

And it’s not just direct contact we have to worry about.
Electrical arcs, those discharges of electricity that jump through
the air, can cause severe burns even without physically touching a
wire. These arcs can happen when we’re working too close to high-
voltage lines. Even seemingly minor issues like damaged or faulty
equipment — a frayed extension cord, a power tool with cracked
insulation — can create hidden dangers. These problems can expose
live wires, putting anyone who comes in contact at risk. Ignoring
these potential dangers is a gamble no one should take.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

So, how do we stay safe around electricity? It really boils down
to three things: awareness, planning, and consistently following
safe work practices.

Before Starting Work:

- Identify Overhead Power Lines: Before you start any job,
especially tree trimming or anything involving tall
equipment, take a good look around and identify any overhead
power lines. Always keep a safe distance — at least 10 feet
— from all power lines. It’s not worth the risk.

= Call Before You Dig (811l): This is absolutely essential.
Anytime you're planning to dig, no matter how shallow, call
811 first. It’'s a free service that will have underground
utilities marked, preventing you from accidentally hitting a
live electrical line. Make sure you give them enough time to
mark everything before you start digging.

- Inspect Equipment: Before using any power tools, extension
cords, or other electrical equipment, give it a thorough
inspection. Look for things like frayed wires, cracked
insulation, or loose connections. If you see any damage,
take that equipment out of service immediately. Don’t take a
chance.

During Work:



= Always maintain a safe distance from overhead power lines.
Use non-conductive tools and equipment whenever you're
working anywhere near them.

 Keep your eyes peeled for any signs of underground
utilities. Look for things like marking flags, paint on the
ground, or even exposed wires.

» Avoid working in wet conditions or near-standing water as
much as possible. Water and electricity are a dangerous mix.
If you absolutely have to work in wet conditions, make sure
you're using ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) to
protect against electric shock.

» Make sure all electrical equipment is properly grounded.
This is a crucial safety measure that helps prevent electric
shock in case of a fault.

» This is extremely important: if you see a downed power line,
do not touch it under any circumstances. Don’t touch
anything that’s in contact with it, either. Stay far away
and call emergency services immediately.

Specific Situations:

Tree trimming near power lines presents a particularly high risk
and should never be attempted by anyone who isn’t specifically
trained and equipped for this hazardous work. Contacting a power
line, even indirectly through a tree branch, can be fatal. If tree
trimming is necessary near power lines, always hire qualified
professionals who have the expertise and specialized equipment to
do the job safely. They understand the necessary clearances, use
insulated tools, and follow strict safety protocols to protect
themselves and others. Trying to handle this yourself is simply
not worth the immense risk.

When working with power tools, especially in damp or wet
environments, the use of Ground Fault Circuit Interrupters (GFCIs)
is essential. GFCIs are designed to quickly cut off power in the
event of a ground fault, which can prevent serious electric
shocks. Always inspect your power tools before use, paying close
attention to the cords and plugs. Never use a tool with a damaged
cord, frayed wires, or a cracked plug. This seemingly minor damage



can expose live wires and create a serious shock hazard. It’s
always better to be safe than sorry, so if you find any damage,
take the tool out of service immediately.

FINAL WORD

Safety around electricity is everyone’s responsibility. Each of us
needs to be vigilant, not only for our own safety but also for the
safety of those around us. If you see something unsafe, speak up.
Don’t assume someone else will take care of it.



