
Labelling  Chemical  Containers
Meeting Kit

WHAT’S AT STAKE
Think about it: a missing label means you have no idea what the
substance is. Is it flammable? Corrosive? Toxic? Reactive? Without
this  basic  information,  workers  can’t  take  the  necessary
precautions to protect themselves.  Incorrect labelling is just as
dangerous, as it can lead to a false sense of security or provide
misleading information about potential hazards. This can result in
accidents,  chemical  exposures,  and  even  serious  injuries  or
fatalities.

WHAT’S THE DANGER
Unknown Contents Lead to Unforeseen Reactions

Without a proper label, you have no way of knowing the chemical
properties of the substance inside. Mixing an unknown chemical
with another substance could lead to dangerous reactions, such as
the release of toxic fumes, fire, or even an explosion. This poses
a direct threat to anyone in the vicinity.

Increased Risk of Chemical Exposure

If a container isn’t labeled, workers might handle it without
taking  the  necessary  precautions.  This  could  result  in  skin
contact with corrosive materials, inhalation of harmful vapours,
or accidental ingestion of toxic substances, leading to immediate
health issues or long-term health problems.

Inability to Respond Effectively to Spills or Leaks

In the event of a spill or leak from an unlabeled container,
emergency responders won’t know how to safely contain and clean it
up.  Using  the  wrong  methods  could  exacerbate  the  situation,
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leading to more widespread contamination or dangerous reactions.

Improper Storage Can Create Hazards

Different chemicals have different storage requirements. Some need
to  be  kept  away  from  light,  heat,  or  other  incompatible
substances.  Without  a  label  indicating  these  requirements,
chemicals  might  be  stored  improperly,  increasing  the  risk  of
leaks, degradation, or dangerous reactions over time.

Difficulty in Following Safety Data Sheet (SDS) Guidelines

The  Safety  Data  Sheet  (SDS)  for  a  chemical  provides  crucial
information  on  its  hazards,  handling,  storage,  and  emergency
procedures.  Without  a  proper  label  to  identify  the  chemical,
workers cannot easily access and follow the relevant SDS, putting
themselves at increased risk.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF
To protect yourself when working with chemical containers, always
prioritize proper labelling and safe handling practices:

Why Chemical Labels Are a Big Deal

Think of chemical labels as your first clue to staying safe at
work. If a label’s missing or messed up, it’s like trying to work
in the dark – you just don’t know what you’re dealing with. These
labels tell you the essentials, like “Heads up, this stuff can
catch fire!” or “Wear gloves, it’ll burn your skin!” Without that
quick info, accidents can happen easily – mixing the wrong things,
forgetting safety gear, or storing stuff dangerously. Plus, in an
emergency like a spill, those labels help the pros know how to
handle it safely. And yeah, there are rules about this stuff, so
good labels also keep things legal.

What a Label Should Tell You

A good chemical label gives you the basics. It’ll have the name of
the chemical, so you know exactly what it is. It uses words like
“Danger” or “Warning” to tell you how serious the risks are. Then



there are phrases that explain the dangers, like “Catches fire
easily” or “Can hurt your eyes.” They also give you tips on
staying safe, like “Keep away from heat” or “Wear safety goggles.”
You’ll also see symbols – those little pictures that quickly show
you if something’s flammable, toxic, or corrosive. And every label
tells you who made or supplied the chemical, so you know where it
came from.

Your Part: Checking and Using Labels

Your job starts with always reading the label before you even
touch a container, even if you’ve used it a million times. Make
sure it’s what you expect and pay attention to any warnings. If
you see a container with no label or one you can’t read, treat it
like a mystery – don’t touch it! Let your supervisor or the safety
team know right away so they can figure it out safely. And if a
label is peeling off or smudged, speak up so it can be fixed. Even
those smaller, temporary containers need a label that says what’s
inside and the main risks.

When Things Go Wrong: Dealing with Label Issues

The Mystery Container (Unlabeled): This is a red flag. Treat
it with extreme caution. Don’t try to open it, smell it, or
guess what it might be. Your top priority is to immediately
inform  your  supervisor  or  the  safety  team.  They  have
procedures for identifying unknown substances, which might
involve special tests or contacting experts. Follow their
instructions carefully.
The Damaged or Fading Label: If you can’t clearly read all
the  information,  the  label  is  useless.  Don’t  use  the
chemical if you’re unsure of the hazards. Report on the
issue so a new, clear label can be created and attached.
Only trained personnel should attempt to re-label, using
accurate information from the SDS.
The Case of the Missing Secondary Label: If you find a
smaller container without a label, even if you think you
know what’s inside, don’t use it. Get it properly labeled
with the chemical name and relevant hazard warnings before
anyone  uses  it.  This  prevents  mix-ups  and  potential



accidents.

FINAL WORD
So, wrapping it up with chemical labels: they’re your go-to for
staying safe. Always read them, keep them in good shape, and if a
label’s missing or unclear, treat it seriously and let someone
know.

 

 


