Housekeeping on Deck (maritime)
Meeting Kit

WHAT'S AT STAKE

Housekeeping on the deck of a maritime vessel is vital for safety,
emergency response, operational efficiency, regulatory compliance,
and environmental protection. By maintaining a clean and organized
deck, maritime operators can ensure a safe working environment,
improve productivity, and reduce the risk of incidents that could
have serious consequences for personnel, the vessel, and the
surrounding ecosystenm.

WHAT’S THE DANGER

PHYSICAL DANGERS AND HAZARDS OF INADEQUATE HOUSEKEEPING ON
MARITIME DECK

= A cluttered or poorly maintained deck increases the risk of
slips, trips, and falls for crew members. Debris, loose
equipment, or spills can create slippery surfaces, uneven
footing, or trip hazards. These accidents can result in
injuries ranging from minor bruises to severe fractures or
head injuries.

If the deck is not kept clean and free from corrosive
substances, equipment such as winches, cranes, or machinery
can be affected. Accumulated dirt, salt, or chemicals can
degrade the performance of equipment, 1leading to
malfunctions or even complete failure. This can disrupt
operations, cause delays, or compromise safety.

 Poor housekeeping practices can contribute to fire hazards
on deck. In the event of a fire, the lack of proper
housekeeping can impede access to firefighting equipment or
obstruct evacuation routes, making it more difficult to
control the situation.

 Neglecting proper waste management and disposal practices
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can result in environmental pollution. Garbage, o0il,
chemicals, or hazardous materials that are not properly
contained or disposed of can be released into the marine
environment, leading to contamination and harm to marine
life and ecosystems.

= A cluttered or disorganized deck can obstruct clear lines of
sight, impairing the crew’s visibility and creating hazards
during navigation. Obstructed pathways or unsecured
equipment can lead to collisions or accidents on deck. It is
crucial to maintain clear pathways, secure loose items, and
ensure proper stowage of equipment to prevent such
incidents.

»If accidents or environmental incidents occur due to
negligence in housekeeping, it can tarnish the company’s
image and result in legal consequences, including fines or
legal liabilities.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

HEALTH RISKS DUE TO INADEQUATE HOUSEKEEPING ON MARITIME DECK

Improper storage, handling, or disposal of chemicals, solvents, or
cleaning agents can lead to crew members being exposed to
hazardous substances. Inhalation, skin contact, or ingestion of
these substances can result in respiratory issues, skin
irritations, allergies, or other health problems.

Inadequate ventilation and accumulation of dust, fumes, or other
airborne contaminants can lead to poor air quality on deck. This
can cause respiratory discomfort, eye irritations, or aggravate
existing respiratory conditions among the crew. Regular cleaning
and proper ventilation systems help maintain a healthy and
breathable environment.

Improper sanitation and hygiene practices can create an
environment conducive to the spread of infectious diseases.
Failure to properly dispose of waste or maintain cleanliness in
common areas can lead to the proliferation of bacteria, viruses,
or pests that can cause illnesses among the crew. Regular cleaning



and adherence to proper sanitation protocols are essential to
prevent the transmission of diseases.

Moisture and dampness on deck can contribute to the growth of mold
and mildew, especially in areas such as cabins, storage spaces, or
poorly ventilated compartments. Exposure to mold spores can
trigger allergic reactions, respiratory 1issues, or exacerbate
existing respiratory conditions. Proper moisture control and
regular cleaning are crucial to prevent mold and mildew growth.

Disorganized or cluttered deck areas can lead to poor ergonomic
conditions for the crew. Improperly stored or arranged equipment
can result in awkward body positions, repetitive strain injuries,
or musculoskeletal disorders.

BEST PROTECTIVE MEASURES IN THE CONDUCT OF HOUSEKEEPING ON
MARITIME DECK

1. Wear Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Always wear the
appropriate PPE as required for the task at hand. This may
include safety goggles, gloves, protective clothing, hearing
protection, or respiratory masks, depending on the nature of
the work and the potential hazards involved. PPE helps
protect against exposure to hazardous substances, physical
injuries, and other risks.

2. Follow Safety Procedures and Guidelines: Familiarize
yourself with the safety procedures and guidelines specific
to your vessel and work environment. Pay attention to safety
briefings and training sessions provided by your company or
authorities. Follow established protocols for equipment
operation, waste disposal, emergency response, and general
safety practices.

3. Maintain Good Hygiene Practices: Practice good personal
hygiene to prevent the spread of germs and minimize health
risks. Wash your hands regularly with soap and water before
eating or touching your face. Avoid touching your face,
eyes, or mouth with dirty hands.

4. Proper Handling and Storage of Hazardous Substances: If your
work involves handling hazardous substances, ensure you are
trained in their proper handling, storage, and disposal. Use



designated storage areas and labeling systems to ensure safe
and organized handling of hazardous materials.

5. Maintain Clean and Tidy Workspaces: Regularly clean and
organize your work areas and storage spaces. Clear any
debris, spills, or obstructions promptly to minimize the
risk of slips, trips, and falls. Keep walkways and pathways
clear and well-lit to ensure safe movement around the deck.
Properly stow equipment and tools when not in use.

6. Proper Ventilation and Air Quality: Ensure proper
ventilation on deck to maintain good air quality. Open
windows, hatches, or utilize ventilation systems as needed.
If working in enclosed spaces, use respiratory protection
when required and ensure proper air exchange.

7. Seek Medical Attention for Injuries or Illnesses: If you
sustain any injuries or develop symptoms of illness during
your work, promptly seek medical attention. Report any
accidents, incidents, or health concerns to the appropriate
authorities.

8. Stay Informed and Updated: Stay informed about safety
regulations, industry best practices, and any specific
guidelines relevant to your work on deck. Stay updated on
training requirements and participate in ongoing safety
programs and drills to enhance your knowledge and
preparedness.

FINAL WORD

Housekeeping on deck 1in maritime operations requires the
implementation of various safety precautions to protect the crew
and minimize the risk of accidents. By conducting thorough safety
briefings, providing and enforcing the use of personal protective
equipment (PPE), and identifying and mitigating hazards, the
overall safety of the work environment can be enhanced.



