
Fire Safety Fire Extinguisher –
Landscaping Meeting Kit

WHAT’S AT STAKE
Fire  safety  is  a  critical  concern  in  landscaping,  where  the
combination of dry vegetation, flammable materials, and the use of
equipment that generates heat or sparks can create a significant
fire risk.

WHAT’S THE DANGER
Fires can start easily and spread rapidly, particularly in outdoor
environments where natural fuel sources like dry grass, leaves,
and wood are abundant.

Specific Risks

Ignition Sources1.

Equipment Sparks: Power tools, such as chainsaws and
trimmers, can generate sparks that can ignite dry
vegetation or flammable materials.
Fuel Spills: The improper handling or storage of fuels
increases the risk of fire.
Cigarette Butts: Carelessly discarded cigarette butts
are a common ignition source in landscaping. A single
smoldering butt can start a fire that spreads quickly
in dry conditions.

Flammable Materials1.

Dry Vegetation: Landscaping often involves working in
areas with dry grass, and leaves can fuel a fire.
Chemicals and Fertilizers: Some landscaping chemicals
and fertilizers are flammable or reactive, posing a
fire risk if not stored and handled properly.
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Environmental Factors1.

Dry Weather Conditions: Dry, hot weather significantly
increases the risk of fire.
Proximity to Structures: Working near homes, sheds, or
other structures increases the risk of property damage
and personal injury if a fire breaks out.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF
Workers must be vigilant, properly trained, and equipped with the
necessary tools and knowledge to prevent and respond to fires.

Preventive Measures

Proper Equipment Handling1.

Check Equipment for Sparks: Regularly inspect power
tools and equipment for potential sources of sparks,
such as damaged spark arrestors or faulty wiring.
Fuel Safely: When refueling equipment, do so in well-
ventilated areas.

Site Preparation and Maintenance1.

Clear  Vegetation:  Before  starting  work,  clear  dry
vegetation, leaves, and debris from the work area to
reduce the available fuel for a fire.
Proper Disposal: Dispose of flammable waste, such as
rags soaked with fuel or oil, in approved containers.

Safe Smoking Practices1.

Designated Smoking Areas: Establish designated smoking
areas away from flammable materials and ensure that
proper disposal containers are available for cigarette
butts.
Extinguish  Completely:  Remind  workers  to  fully
extinguish  cigarette  butts  before  disposal  and  to
avoid smoking near fuel or dry vegetation.

Weather Awareness1.



Monitor Weather Conditions: Stay informed about the
weather conditions.
Adjust Work Practices: On days with high fire risk,
consider modifying or rescheduling tasks that involve
the use of equipment that could ignite a fire.

Fire Extinguisher Knowledge and Use

Fire Extinguishers – Know the Types1.

o    Types of Extinguishers: Understand the different
types of fire extinguishers (e.g., Class A, B, C, D,
and  K)  and  their  uses.  For  landscaping,  the  most
common types are Class A (for ordinary combustibles
like  wood  and  paper)  and  Class  B  (for  flammable
liquids like gasoline).
o    Location: Ensure that fire extinguishers are
easily accessible on the job site. Regularly check
that they are in good working condition and have been
inspected according to regulations.

How to Use a Fire Extinguisher1.

P.A.S.S. Technique: Train all workers on the P.A.S.S.
method for using a fire extinguisher:

Pull the pin to break the tamper seal.
Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire.
Squeeze the handle to release the extinguishing agent.
Sweep the nozzle from side to side at the base of the fire
until it is extinguished.

When to Use: Emphasize that fire extinguishers should
only be used on small, manageable fires.

Regular Training and Drills1.

Fire  Safety  Training:  Conduct  regular  fire  safety
training sessions for all employees.
Emergency Drills: Regularly conduct fire drills to
practice evacuation procedures.



FINAL WORD
By understanding the risks, taking preventive measures, and being
ready  to  respond  with  the  proper  use  of  fire  extinguishers,
workers can protect themselves, their coworkers, and the property
around them from the devastating effects of fire.


