
Construction Demolition: Hidden
Hazards  Behind  Every  Wall
Picture This

This  image  shows  a  demolition  crew  working  inside  an  older
commercial building where walls and ceiling sections are being
removed. A worker swings a tool to break through drywall, unaware
that hidden electrical wiring and weakened structural supports are
directly  behind  the  surface.  Dust  fills  the  air,  debris  is
scattered  across  the  floor,  and  overhead  materials  appear
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unstable. In demolition, what you can’t see is often what injures
you.

A routine tear-down can quickly turn deadly when walls conceal
live power, gas lines, asbestos, or load-bearing elements that
suddenly shift or collapse. Falling debris, unexpected structural
failure, and struck-by hazards are constant risks when demolition
is rushed or poorly assessed. Always complete a full hazard survey
before starting, shut down utilities, wear proper PPE, control
dust, and follow engineered demolition plans to prevent serious,
preventable injuries.


