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WORK ACTIVITY

You block’ a load that has been
lifted o ensure it cannat fall.
The blockis) or stabilizer(s)
should have a weight capacity
greater than the weight of the
load which is being lifted.
Newer rely on the jack or
system that was used o lift or
operate the load 1o securely
support the load while you are
ureder it. Use a proper block.

BACKGROUND

Unless you have ensured that raised equipment cannot move by securely blocking
meavement, the potential for collapse is very great. In the majority of incidents where
equipment has unexpectedly come down, the person under it had no time 1o react
and escape - it happens faster than you can move. The equipment can come down
for a variety of reasons, including soft ground not being able to support the base of a
jack or small block; an inadvertent release of hydraulic pressure by someane touching
the control or leosening a fitting; to the persaen under the equipment pulling on a tool
caussing the equipment to move on its inadeguate blocking.

Ewven if you just have to go under or in between raised components for a minute, it

will take far bess time to bock the raised equipment securely compared to the time it
will take to recover from the injuries or arrange a funeral,

PROCEDURE

Depending on the type of equipment you are working on:

v Place a heavy timber across the chassis of raised equipment tight into the hinge point:

v Secure a factory stop block over the ram of a hydraulic cylinder on the gate of a round baler; OR,
v Place a stable block under a plece of equipment that has been jacked up.

Trucks or dump wagons that are used to haul silage or grain should only be emptied on firm, level surfaces. (Raksing a
box on soft or sloping surfaces can cause the unit to turn over sideways.) Helpers should stand far enowgh away to
avoid being crushed if the vehicle should overturn or if the load should dump all at once. As with all hydraulically raised
devices, no one should work under a raised dump bow unbess the box has been securely blocked.,

KEY POINTS

Equipment

training experience
% J

# Review the complete Standard Operating Practices for this work every yvear of at the start of the season when you will
be using this type of equipment.

v Don't rely on jacks, holsts or hydraulic systems to support raised equipment. They are made to lift, not to support. The
equipment should be blocked to suppart it while you are working on it. jcontd an page 21
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