Blade Sharpening — Landscaping
Meeting Kit

WHAT'S AT STAKE

Properly sharpened blades improve work quality, reduce strain on
equipment, and enhance worker safety. However, improper sharpening
techniques or handling can lead to severe injuries.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

Sharpening blades involves risks such as cuts, lacerations, and
eye injuries. Handling sharp tools and using grinding or
sharpening equipment can result in accidents if proper safety
measures are not followed.

SPECIFIC RISKS

1. Cuts and Lacerations

-Direct Contact with Blades: Handling blades,
especially during the sharpening process, poses a
significant risk of cuts and lacerations. Even a
momentary lapse in attention can result in serious
injury.

1. Eye Injuries

= Flying Debris: The sharpening process, especially when
using grinding tools, can send small metal particles
and debris flying into the air, posing a risk to the
eyes.

= Sparks: Grinding metal blades generates sparks that
can cause burns or eye injuries if proper eye
protection is not worn.

1. Burns
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- Overheating: Blades can become extremely hot during
sharpening. Touching overheated blades or sparks can
cause burns.

. Noise-Induced Hearing Loss

= Loud Equipment: Grinding and sharpening equipment can
produce high levels of noise, which, over time, can
lead to hearing loss if proper hearing protection is
not used.

. Respiratory Issues

= Dust and Particles: Sharpening blades can produce
metal dust and particles that can be inhaled, leading
to respiratory issues if not properly controlled with
ventilation or dust masks.

. Musculoskeletal Injuries

- Repetitive Motion: The repetitive motion involved in
sharpening blades can lead to musculoskeletal
injuries, such as strains or carpal tunnel syndrome.

. Equipment Malfunctions

 Faulty Tools: Using damaged or improperly maintained
sharpening tools can lead to malfunctions, which can
cause injuries from flying parts or sudden movements.

. Fire Hazards

- Sparks Ignition: Sparks generated during the
sharpening process can 1ignite nearby flammable
materials, leading to fire hazards.

. Workplace Accidents

- Slips and Falls: Debris and dust from the sharpening
process can create slippery surfaces, increasing the
risk of slips and falls.



HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE):

- Safety Glasses or Goggles: Protect eyes from flying debris
and sparks.

= Cut-Resistant Gloves: Wear gloves designed to prevent cuts
and lacerations when handling blades.

- Hearing Protection: Use earplugs or earmuffs to protect
against noise from grinding machines.

- Protective Clothing: Wear long sleeves and sturdy workwear
to protect skin from flying debris and sparks.

Sharpening Techniques and Procedures

1. Preparation

= Inspect Blades: Check for cracks, nicks, or excessive
wear before sharpening.

» Secure Blades: Use clamps or vices to hold blades
securely in place during sharpening.

» Clean Blades: Remove dirt, rust, and debris to ensure
a smooth sharpening process.

1. Sharpening Process

- Angle Consistency: Maintain the correct sharpening
angle recommended by the manufacturer.

= Controlled Motion: Use smooth, consistent strokes to
avoid uneven sharpening.

= Cooling: Periodically dip blades in water to prevent
overheating and maintain temper.

1. Grinding Equipment Safety

- Machine Inspection: Ensure that grinders and
sharpeners are in good working condition.

- Proper Guarding: Make sure guards are in place on
grinding equipment to protect against flying debris.

» Tool Use: Use appropriate tools for different types of
blades (e.g., lawnmower blades).



1. Post-Sharpening Procedures

= Deburring: Remove burrs and rough edges with a fine
file or sandpaper.

- Balancing: Check and balance blades to prevent
vibration and uneven wear on equipment.

» Storage: Store sharpened blades safely to avoid
accidental cuts and damage.

Worksite Practices

- Dedicated Sharpening Area: Set up a specific area for blade
sharpening, away from other work activities to minimize
distractions and enhance focus.

- Regular Maintenance: Schedule regular sharpening to keep
blades in optimal condition.

= Training and Supervision: Ensure workers are trained in
proper sharpening techniques and supervised.

FINAL WORD

Proper techniques, use of PPE, and adherence to safety procedures
can prevent 1injuries and ensure that equipment functions
correctly. Regular maintenance and vigilance in sharpening
practices protect both workers and equipment, contributing to a
safer and more productive work environment.



