
Bike Messenger Safety Fatality
File

Bike  Messenger  Killed  in  Downtown
S.F. Crash 
A bicycle messenger was struck and killed by a delivery van on
Market Street yesterday — the second fatal bicycle accident this
week in downtown San Francisco.

The two deaths have cast a shadow over tonight’s monthly Critical
Mass ride through the city. Many cyclists who have participated in
earlier Critical Mass rides have called for safety improvements in
the downtown area.

San Francisco police Sergeant Mike Mahoney said the preliminary
investigation indicates Moe either did not see the van or thought
he could beat it across the roadway.

The van slammed into the bicyclist, and Moe “flew in the air about
15 to 20 feet,” Mahoney said. He landed headfirst on the curb with
his head against a newsstand, according to witnesses, about 30 of
whom rushed to the scene after the accident and began frantically
calling for help.

Moe was not wearing a helmet.

Moe was taken to San Francisco General Hospital, where he died at
4 p.m., according to hospital spokeswoman Gloria Rodriguez.

“It’s tragic, and it’s really frustrating,” said Adam Gubser,
assistant bicycle program manager for the city’s Department of
Parking and Traffic. “Unfortunately, the harsh reality of being a
bicyclist is that when you get into a fender- bender, you’re under
the tires.”

The driver of the van, William Gamarra, 27, of Millbrae, was
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driving on a suspended license, according to officer John Fulwood,
but he apparently did not break any traffic laws and was not
cited.  He  was  given  a  blood  test,  but  the  results  were  not
available yesterday.


