Agriculture & Landscaping:
Machinery, Terrain and Weather
Risks Meeting Kit

WHAT'’S AT STAKE

Out in agriculture and landscaping, the work doesn’t happen in
controlled environments. You’'re operating powerful machinery on
uneven ground, exposed to weather that can change without warning,
often working alone or far from immediate help. A slight slope,
soft soil, poor visibility, or sudden rain can turn routine tasks
like mowing, harvesting, or loading into rollovers, entanglements,
or serious injuries.

WHAT'S THE DANGER

Out in the field or on a job site, danger doesn’t always announce
itself. One minute the ground feels solid, the next it's soft,
sloped, or hiding a hole you didn’t see. Add heavy equipment and
changing weather, and things can go sideways fast.

Why This Work Gets Risky Quickly

Tractors, mowers, loaders, and attachments are powerful and
unforgiving. A small loss of traction, a sharp turn on a slope, or
a moment of distraction around moving parts can turn a normal task
into a rollover or serious entanglement before you have time to
react.

The Hazards You’'re Really Dealing With

 Equipment rolling or tipping on uneven or sloped ground

» Getting caught in PTOs, belts, blades, or rotating parts
 Being struck by equipment, attachments, or flying debris

= Slips and falls on muddy, wet, or cluttered terrain

» Heat stress, dehydration, or cold exposure as weather
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changes

When Things Go Wrong Most Often

Problems show up when the pace picks up, visibility is low, the
ground is wet, or the weather shifts mid-task. Working alone or
pushing to finish before rain or heat sets in also raises the risk
fast.

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF

Staying safe in agriculture and landscaping is about reading the
environment as much as running the equipment. The ground, the
machine, and the weather are always changing, so protecting
yourself means slowing down, thinking ahead, and adjusting before
things get risky.

Respect the Ground You’'re On

Walk the area before you drive it. Look for slopes, soft soil,
holes, hidden rocks, or drop-offs that could affect stability.
What looks solid from the cab can shift once the weight of the
machine is on it.

Operate Equipment with the Terrain in Mind

» Reduce speed on uneven or sloped ground

= Avoid sharp turns, especially on hills

 Keep loads low and balanced

= Use rollover protection and wear seatbelts when provided

Stay Clear of Moving Parts

PTOs, blades, belts, and rotating shafts don’t give second
chances. Keep guards in place, wear fitted clothing, and shut
equipment down before clearing jams, adjusting attachments, or
doing maintenance.

Watch the Weather, Not the Clock

Heat, rain, wind, and cold all change how safely you can work. Wet
grass and soil reduce traction, heat drains focus and strength,



and wind affects balance and equipment control. Take breaks,
hydrate, and be willing to pause when conditions shift.

Don’t Rush or Work on Autopilot

= Plan tasks so you’re not hurrying to beat weather
= Take short breaks to reset focus during long days
» Stay alert when working alone or far from help

What to Do When Conditions Change

If the ground gets slick, visibility drops, equipment feels
unstable, or weather worsens, stop and reassess. Adjust the plan,
wait it out, or change tasks. In outdoor work, stopping early is
often what prevents rollovers, entanglements, and serious
injuries.

FINAL WORD

In agriculture and landscaping, the environment is always 1in
charge. Slow down, respect the terrain and the weather, and never
rush the equipment because staying aware and adjusting early is
what keeps small changes from becoming serious accidents.




